
My Grandfather, Thomas E. Bowe 

By Susanne Wooton Gaal 

Tom Bowe was born in 1913 and was a lifelong resident of Glassboro.  He graduated from Glassboro 

High School in 1930.  He was the Valedictorian of the graduating class. He spent the next years working 

various job including their small family farm and the railroad.  He had 2 brothers (the oldest died as a 

child) and 2 sisters.  When World War 2 broke out, he joined the Army Air Corps (beginnings of the Air 

Force).  He was a MSGT and stationed throughout the war in the UK.   

After the war he worked together with his brother, Joe, running the Bowe News Agency (located on 

High Street).  Joe ran the store and Tom ran the newspaper delivery service. In 1947, he was elected to 

the Glassboro School Board and spent the next 25 years serving on the BOE.  15 years of those 25 years 

he was the President of the Board.  He was very active in the planning and designing of the elementary 

school that would bear his name.  After he stepped down from the BOE, he was the Director of 

Transportation until his retirement in 1984. 

In 1951 he married Mary Wooton and became stepfather to her four children (my father was the 

oldest).  In 1952, they had their only child, Mary. He has 13 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren, and 1 

great great grandchild.  In 1992, Tom passed away at the age of 79. 

My grandfather loved Glassboro and was proud of the schools.  He was an avid reader of current events 

and policy in education and a lot of his ideas were ahead of his time. He was also a very humble man.  

When it was announced that the school would be named after him, his response was “I had some ideas 

of names.”  

My memoires of Grandad revolved around this quiet humble man.  He loved keeping updated of current 

events and always watched Ch. 6 news.  Jim Gardner at 6 and Peter Jennings at 6:30. He always walked 

every morning to buy the local paper.   Time magazine was delivered to his house every week.  My first 

step in my education career was as a Social Studies teacher, I wish I could have talked to him about 

current events, education and politics.  I am sad that he didn’t live long enough for me to have those 

discussions with him.   

 


